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Despite the many celebrated victories of the British Army during the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815),

the role of the Royal Navy should never be overlooked. The 'wooden walls' formed the country's first

and most important line of defence, and ranged throughout the world to protect Britain's trade-routes

and in support of the land forces and overseas possessions. This book covers the huge variations in

uniforms not just in the Navy but the Royal Marines and Infantry regiments which served alongside

naval crews. It also looks at the organisation, training and recruitment of the force and corrects a

number of misconceptions regarding impressment and training.
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An unrivalled illustrated reference source on fighting men and commanders, past and present. Each

volume is packed with full colour artwork, making military history uniquely accessible to enthusiasts

of all ages.

Philip Haythornthwaite is an author and historical consultant specialising in the military history,

uniforms and equipment of the 18th and 19th centuries. His main area of research covers the

Napoleonic Wars. He has written some forty books, including more than 20 Osprey titles, and

innumerable articles and papers on military history, but still finds time to indulge in his other great

passion: cricket.



I was looking for some costume references for Royal Navy Officers for the Napoleonic era and this

was perfect--it includes some of the clothing regulations as well as lots of illustrations--it's a great

reference in general for the Royal Navy of the period, though you should get Nelson's Sailors if you

want more information on the regular able seamen, and British Napoleonic Ship of the Line for

cutaways of the Victory and ship lore of the period.

Missing the color plates. An incomplete book. The book description should indicate it does not

include very important illustrations. Do not buy!

Being a big fan of everything related to the military & age of sail, this is well-written and concise

book. I really enjoyed it, and the author was extremely knowledgeable of his material. I'd truly

recommend this text.

Excellent research on British Naval Uniforms. Text is specific, drawings clarify the details. Very

handy book to have on the shelf.

The Osprey Books always provide an excellent summary. It doesn't go into exhaustive detail, but it

doesn't need to. It is a very good starting point for anyone interested in the British Navy of this era.

This has decent information. However, the Kindle version does NOT have the color plates, which

pretty much renders it useless.

great book on the naval officers during the age of sail i used it to paint miniatures naval figures

ospey does great research
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